
 

 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              Contact: Whitney Pflanzer 

Nov. 12, 2014                           317.631.6400 

   whitney.pflanzer@borshoff.biz 

 

Author Michael Shelden selects local library for  

2014 Indiana Authors Award grant 

Monroe County Public Library chosen for $2,500 grant from  

The Indianapolis Public Library Foundation  
 

INDIANAPOLIS – 2014 Eugene & Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors Award National Author Winner 

Michael Shelden has selected the Monroe County Public Library as the recipient of a $2,500 

grant. Hometown libraries of the three Indiana authors recently presented the Indiana 

Authors Award will each receive $2,500 grants this month. The Award, a program of The 

Indianapolis Public Library Foundation, and the grants recognize the contributions of Indiana 

authors to the literary landscape in Indiana and across the nation. 

 

“The Friends of Monroe County Public Library will add the grant funds to its collection 

endowment, as a permanent investment yielding an annual gift for purchase of content,” 

said Sara Laughlin, director of the Monroe County Public Library. 

  

Shelden has patronized the Monroe County Public Library for many years. "I'm delighted to 

give back something to an institution that has given so much to me,” said Shelden. “The 

director and staff of the library have been great supporters of my work and of Indiana 

authors in general. I treasure my long association with this public gem in my community." 

 

Regional Author Winner Norbert Krapf named the Jasper Public Library as a grant recipient, 

and Emerging Author Winner Kelsey Timmerman selected the Muncie Public Library to receive 

a grant. 

 

Public nominations of authors were submitted from across the state earlier this year. Eligible 

authors include any published writer who was born in Indiana or has lived in Indiana for at 

least five years. A 10-member, statewide Award Panel selected the winners in the three 

categories, which were announced last month in Indianapolis.  

 

Call for nominations for the 2015 Eugene & Marilyn Glick Indiana Authors Award opens Feb. 2, 

2015, and extends through March 20, 2015. To learn more, contact The Indianapolis Public 

Library Foundation at (317) 275-4700 or visit www.indianaauthorsaward.org.

http://www.indianaauthorsaward.org/


About The Glick Fund: The Glick Fund was established by Gene and Marilyn Glick to support a 

variety of causes in central Indiana. In addition to establishing the Indiana Authors Award with 

The Indianapolis Public Library Foundation, Glick charitable funds have invested substantially 

in Indiana educational institutions, arts organizations, hospitals and the Pro-100 program, a 

leadership program for underprivileged youth. Recent grant recipients include the Indiana 

Historical Society Living History Center, the Indianapolis Cultural Trail and the Glick Eye Institute 

at the Indiana University School of Medicine. 

 

About the Library Foundation: The Indianapolis Public Library Foundation supports and 

enhances programs, services and facilities of The Indianapolis Public Library and its 

partnerships in lifelong learning initiatives that benefit a diverse community. Through 

advocacy, fundraising and stewardship, the Library Foundation supports numerous Library 

initiatives to enhance patrons’ lives, including early literacy programs, homework assistance, 

workforce development and technologies, including a variety of online library resources. The 

Foundation works to support these initiatives, making educational opportunities available free 

of charge to all Library patrons.  

 

About Michael Shelden: Professor Michael Shelden of Indiana State University is the author of 

five biographies, including the Pulitzer Prize Finalist “Orwell: The Authorized Biography,” which 

was also a New York Times Notable Book and has been translated into five languages. His 

study of Mark Twain’s final years, “Man in White,” was chosen as one of the best books of 

2010 by Christian Science Monitor and Library Journal. For 15 years, he was a features writer 

for the London Daily Telegraph, and for 10 years he served as a fiction critic for the Baltimore 

Sun. His work has also appeared in The Shakespeare Quarterly, the Times of London, Victorian 

Studies, the Washington Post and the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. His most 

recent book – “Young Titan: The Making of Winston Churchill” – was published in 2013 by 

Simon & Schuster in New York and London. “Shelden is full of sharp insights about Churchill,” 

said the Wall Street Journal, “as one would expect from a literary biographer of his rank." 

Translation rights have been sold in four languages, and the film rights were bought by 

Carnival Films, the London-based producers of Downton Abbey.  

 

A popular speaker, Michael has given lectures for the Churchill Centre, the National World 

War Two Museum, the Commonwealth Club of California, the Hirshhorn Museum of the 

Smithsonian Institution, and the London Library. For Recorded Books, he has created three 

sets of audio lectures, including “The Lost Generation: American Writers in Paris in the 1920s” 

(2011), which AudioFile magazine praised for its “bittersweet imagery . . . wry wit, passion and 

humor.” When his first book was published, the London Times wrote: “His ‘Friends of Promise, 

Cyril Connolly and the World of Horizon’ . . . is being heavily serialized and profiled in the 

serious national Press. He has dug up a great deal of unpublished correspondence and other 

documents that throw startling new light on the London literary and intellectual scene of 50 

years ago. He also writes beautifully, with spice and vinegar.” 
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